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SUBJECT: RUNUP TO ELECTION 

1 . THE DATE OF THE IRISH ELECTION IS STILL A MYSTERY, 

BUT ALL INDICATIONS ARE THAT IT WILL BE EITHER JUNE 16-17 
OR JUNE 23-24. WITH EEW EXCEPTIONS THE GOVERNING 
COALITION (FINE GAEL AND LABOR) HAVE NOMINATED THEIR 
CANDIDATES AND THE CANDIDATES ARE ALREADY CAMPAIGNING 
VIGOROUSLY. OPPOSITION FIANNA PAIL STILL HAS A NUMBER 

OF HOLES TO PLUG IN ITS SLATE AND SEEMS TO BE HAVING 
A SLOW AND AWKWARD START ON ITS CAMPAIGN. THE 
DECISION TO DISSOLVE THE PARLIAMENT RESTS ENTIRELY 
WITH THE PRIME MINISTER (TAOISEACH), LIAM COSGRAVE, 

AND IN TYPICAL FASHION HE HAS NOT REVEALED ANY 
INTENTIONS. 

2. THE CABINET IS OUT FRENETICALLY OPENING SCHOOLS, 

ANNOUNCING NEW INDUSTRIES (JOBS), AND MAKING SPEECHES 
ON ANY AND ALL SUBJECTS. WE RECEIVED FIFTEEN GOVERNMENT 
PRESS RELEASES YESTERDAY AND ELEVEN TODAY GIVING THE 
TEXTS OF THESE GREAT EVENTS. WHILE THE TRADITIONAL 
ELECTION MANIFESTOS HAVE NOT YET BEEN PUBLISHED, THE 
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COALITION PLATFORM IS MAINLY BASED ON THE POLLOWING: 

- ECONOMIC RECOVERY IS WELL IN HAND, AND THE 
RATE OF INFLATION IS DROPPING. 

- EMPLOYMENT SHOWS SIGNS OF IMPROVING. 
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- GOOD GOVERNMENT MANAGEMENT HAS BROUGHT 
TRET AND RELATIVELY UNSCATHED THROUGH THE 
RECESSION CAUSED ENTIRELY BY OUTSIDE FACTORS. 

- THE TOUGH LAW-AND-ORDER ATTITUDE OE THE GOVERNMENT 
AGAINST TERRORISTS HAS PREVENTED ANY TERRORIST 
PROBLEM IN THE REPUBLIC (WITH THIS GOES COMMENT 
ABOUT THE "SOFT " OR "AMBIVALENT" ATTITUDE OE 

THE OPPOSITION TOWARD THE IRA). 

3. THE OPPOSITION HAS YET TO COME UP WITH A COHERENT 
ELECTION PROGRAM, THOUGH IT HAS SCORED POINTS WITH: 

- UNDER THE COALITION UNEMPLOYMENT AND INELATION 
HAVE REACHED LEVELS UNKNOWN SINCE THE 1930'S. 

-THE COALITION IS A MISMATCHED SET TRYING TO 
INCORPORATE SOCIALISM AND CONSERVATISM, WHICH 
ONLY PRODUCES STALEMATE AND A DO-NOTHING 
GOVERNMENT. 

- IRELAND HAS GAINED LITTLE FROM ITS EC 
MEMBERSHIP BECAUSE OF SUPINE GOVERNMENT 
PERFORMANCE IN THE EC COUNCILS. 

4. BECAUSE OF IRELAND'S COMPLICATED PROPORTIONAL 
REPRESENTATION SYSTEM POLLS HAVE BEEN RATHER INADEQUATE 
IN PREDICTING ELECTION OUTCOMES. HOWEVER, WHAT POLLS 
ARE AVAILABLE, AND OUR SOUNDINGS OE MANY LEVELS OF 
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POLITICAL OPINION, INDICATE THAT THE COALITION IS A 
STRONG EAVORITE TO WIN THE ELECTION, WITH PERHAPS A POUR 
OR PIVE SEAT MAJORITY (QUITE LARGE BY IRISH STANDARDS). 
HOWEVER, THERE ARE SUPFICIENT IMPONDERABLES TO HEDGE OUR 
BETS. ONE OF THE BIG IMPONDERABLES IS THE YOUTH VOTE. 

THIS IS THE PIRST GENERAL ELECTION WITH 1 8-2 1 -YEAR OLD 
VOTERS. PIANNA FAIL HAS BEEN WORKING PARTICULARLY HARD 
TO ORGANIZE THE YOUTH VOTE, AND IP THEY GET A GOOD 
TURNOUT PROM THIS SECTOR, A NUMBER OP CLOSE CONSTITUENCIES 
COULD SWING. ANOTHER IMPORTANT SWING FACTOR COULD BE 
THE FARM VOTE. DESPITE THE BRILLIANT AND HERCULEAN 
EFFORTS OF THE POPULAR FARM MINISTER, MARK CLINTON, 

THERE IS A SULLEN SUSPICION AMONG THE FARMERS THAT THE 
COALITION IS WAITING TO POUNCE ON THEM WITH INCREASED 
TAXES AFTER THE ELECTION. A THIRD IMPONDERABLE IS THE 
SHAKY LABOR PARTY, WHICH CANNOT SEEM TO CONTROL ITS 
INTERNECINE WARFARE AND COULD LOSE A NUMBER OP SEATS 
BY SPLITTING ITS OWN VOTE. 
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5. WE EXPECT AN ANNOUNCEMENT BY COSGRAVE EITHER 
DURING THE UPCOMING PINE GAEL ARD PHEIS (MAY 20-22) 

OR SHORTLY THEREAPTER. THE TRADITION IN IRELAND IS 
POR A VERY SHORT (3-4 WEEKS) ACTUAL ELECTION PERIOD. 

WE WILL BE SENDING A SEPTEL ON IMPLICATIONS FOR USG 
POLICY OF THIS ELECTION. RENDAHL 
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